6,428

1,500 7,773
youth engaged in
6,000 hours of
outdoor education
at Camp Wood
YMCA, located in the
resource-rich Flint
Hills

youth learned teamwork
and stayed active in sports
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49,028

4,359

children prepared for
kindergarten in early learning
programs

608,703

children and teens stayed active
and learned new skills through
membership and programs

8,087

youth discovered support
and friendship in before
and after school programs
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31,931

youth benefited from federally
funded food programs to provide
healthy meals and snacks

15,920

youth learned
life-saving swim skills
to reduce their risk
of drowning

kids and teens explored new
interests, learned new skills and built
relationships at summer day camps

Number of lives touched by our Y
through membership, programs,
giving and volunteering

52,178
FROM 2016

seniors remained active and social
through membership and programs

440,381

76
,924
FROM 2016

adults improved their health and well-being
through membership and programs
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8,642 $12.2 million

donors helped ensure a
brighter future through
their gifts to the Y

in financial assistance gave 73,600
people in need the opportunity to
grow through the Y

2017
IMPACT
Kansas State Alliance of YMCAs

9,246
volunteers shared their
time and talents with the
Y, accumulating 513,548
hours of service

Community Impact of Kansas Ys
KSYMCA.org
1 in 5 KANSANS
SERVED

IMPROVING
KANSAS’ HEALTH

The Y is, and always will be,
dedicated to building healthy,
confident, connected and
secure children, adults, families
and communities. As public
charities, Kansas Ys serve
608,703 Kansans through
programs, membership,
services, and events.

The Y is saving lives and public
dollars by supporting those battling
chronic disease with evidence-based
programs. LIVESTRONG at the YMCA
supports cancer survivors’ health.
Our Diabetes Prevention Program
reduces risk for Type 2 diabetes in
all adults by 59% (71% reduction
for ages 60+). Enhance Fitness
improves mobility of seniors with
arthritis.

168,322 KANSAS
KIDS NURTURED

ONE OF KANSAS’
LARGEST EMPLOYERS

1 in 4 Kansas children achieve
school readiness, academic
success and healthy habits
through Y services and programs.
The Y is committed to evidencebased programs, like Power
Scholars Academy, to close the
achievement gap - our investment
to ensure the success of the next
generation.

At the Y, helping kids, families and
communities to learn, grow, and
thrive requires strong, cause-driven
leadership. Over 4,276 staff are
employed by Ys in Kansas. A diverse
workforce helps meet community
needs and provide vital services every
day. The Ys workforce programs, like
Job Prep in Wichita, help teens acquire
work-readiness skills and become
gainfully employed.

$12.2 MILLION IN
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

513,548
VOLUNTEERS HOURS

Kansas families and seniors
received more than $10.2 million in
free and assisted memberships and
programs from Ys in 2017. No one
is turned away for inability to pay,
and our childcare assistance helps
families keep working. Further,
Kansas Ys relieved the burden of
government by providing $2 million
in services through public grants,
contracts and vouchers.

In 2017, the Y was a charity
of choice for the thousands of
Kansans who donated $16.7
million to the 10 Kansas YMCA
associations. In addition, 9,246
volunteers donated $9.6 million
worth of time to help give
back, support neighbors and
strengthen Kansas communities.

All data from 2017
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Kansas State Alliance of YMCAs
2018 Public Policy Priorities
FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
As the largest provider of child care, preschool and after school programs in Kansas, the Y believes that all kids
deserve the opportunity to discover who they are and what they can achieve.
Increase access, affordability and quality of early learning, child care and after school youth programs and
services to help every child in Kansas reach their full potential.
Protect and preserve the Children’s Initiatives Fund in order to advance early childhood learning. Invest in
research-based early childhood programs and support services.
Create greater awareness of the education achievement gap that exists in Kansas and explore
opportunities for best practice policy implementation and increased funding for out-of-school programs
aimed at closing the gap.

FOR HEALTHY LIVING
In communities throughout Kansas, the Y is helping lead the transformation of health care from a system largely
focused on treatment of illnesses to a collaborative community approach that emphasizes well-being, prevention and
health maintenance. The Y provides programs and opportunities for families to be active together, supports seniors
staying strong and living independently, teaches healthy living practices, reduces the burden of chronic disease,
through evidence-based programs, and fosters connections.
Expand and promote evidence-based chronic disease prevention programs that promote quality of life for all, while
lessening the burden on the state budget from skyrocketing costs associated with diabetes, heart disease, cancer and
arthritis—all of which can be positively affected with evidence-based prevention and management strategies.
Telehealth presents promising opportunities to improve the range and quality of chronic disease prevention and
management services provided by community health organizations, such as the Y. The Y supports policies that
address telehealth programmatic gaps, expand the types of providers who can practice telehealth, and
help advance the use and assessment of evidence-based mobile technology tools.
Encourage coverage for evidence-based diabetes prevention programs by KanCare MCOs and the state
employee health plan.
Explore opportunities to encourage healthy initiatives in early childhood and out-of-school time programs
Support and adequately fund programs that promote healthy living among seniors, children, and families,
including increased access to safe and convenient places to walk, exercise, and play.

FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
The Y is a cause driven organization that provides accessible and affordable services to everyone regardless of their
ability to pay. Implementing taxes and fees on charitable organizations limits our ability to relieve the burden of
government and provide services to those who need us most.
Preserve the tax exempt status of charitable organizations and incentives for donating to and volunteering
for such organizations.
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